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\ INTERNATIONAL PRMiINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



[ I. Basis of the report 

I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 



I Int^Vbnal application No. 

PCT/FR2003/003035 



I I the international application as originally filed 
1^ the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



1-19 



, as originally filed 



_, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

filed with the demand 



the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



1/4-4/4 



, as originally filed 



the sequence listing part of tiie description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



» as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



U *^;-8"«g-fatj^slationfu™ishedforthepun,oses^^ 

LJ *«'«n8»ageofpublica«onoftheinten.aaonalapplication(underRule483(b)) 

U ^^e^language of the tn«slatia„ fUnu*«. &r the pun,oses of fntemationa. pre.hninary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

pit "^eii"n^^^ in the international applicaUon. the inten,ationaI 

LJ contained in the international application in written fonn. 

U filed together with the international application in computer readable fonn. 

LJ flimished subsequentiy to this Authority in written fonn. 

U fiw^ished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fom 

fij 2LSnTa;>pSti*^astS '•oes not go beyond the disclosure in the 

^ ^LtS^Z."^ ^"^^^^^^ --P"^^ -'•able form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

Tne amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. 



and 70, 17), , 



Form PCTm>EA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 
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Ind^^^nal application Ko. 
PCT/FR 03/03035 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement 



inventive step or industrial applicability; 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial ^licability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-19 



1-19 



1-19 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: JP-A-02 214537; 
D2: JP-A-07 232045. 

The present invention relates to a method (claim 1) and a 
device (claim 10) for producing a dispersion or an 
emulsion. 



Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes: 

a method in which the phase to be dispersed is urged 
through a porous membrane and ultrasounds are 
directed onto said membrane in order to prevent the 
resulting droplets from bonding together again or 
from adhering to said membrane. 

It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
this known method in that the porous body is made to 
vibrate directly, optionally by means of ultrasounds . 

As a result, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 





ISi^Vknal application No. 
PCT/FR 03/03035 
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The problem that the present invention is intended to 
solve can therefore be considered to be that of providing 
a method which does not involve the drawbacks of the known 
mechanical methods (stator /rotor) and which also prevents 
the fluid from heating because this can be detrimental to 
the end product. 

The solution to this problem, as proposed in claims 1 and 
10 of the present application, is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the following 
reasons: 

None of the available prior art documents discloses this 
solution or would render it obvious to a person skilled in 
the art. 

Claims 2-9 and 11-19 are dependent on claims 1 and 10, 
respectively, and, as such, therefore also fulfil the PCT 
requirements of novelty and inventive step. 



FoniiPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



